Theories of politics contain three operations:
• Judgements of political facts, or estimates of probability
• Observation of causal relationships between elements of political facts (logical compatibility)
• Valuations and norms, which distort the perception of facts Sabine, George H., 1968 : A history of political theory. London: Harrap, p. V.
European integration:
A process whereby political actors in several distinct national settings are persuaded to shift their loyalties, expectations and political activities toward a new centre, whose institutions possess or demand jurisdiction over pre-existing national states. The end result of a process of political integration is a new political community, superimposed over the pre-existing ones.
Haas, Ernst B., 1968: The Uniting of Europe. 1950 Europe. -1957 . Stanford: Stanford UP, p. 16.
Four "locations" of European integration theory
• The EU as International Organization: what does the EU tell us about the broader category of international organizations?
• EU as a region within the global political economy: what does the EU tell us on states clustering into regional blocs?
• EU and policy-making: what does the EU tell us about the dynamics of policy-making in an interacting political system of nation states and an international organization?
• EU as a sui generic phenomenon: a) EU and European integration are not treated as an instance of anything other than itself; EU therefore cannot be a testing site for broader generalizations; b) EU as an historically-rooted phenomenon 
